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Robins have been spotted and we’ve heard the chickadees singing their spring 
songs. We are getting ready for the 2009 maple sugaring season by running lines 
in preparation for tapping in late March, when the weather fluctuations get the 
sap running. In the Garden Department Amanda is buying seeds, working on the 
new dome greenhouse and planning the gardens, as well as starting the search 
for her Summer 2009 Garden Interns. While the days are getting longer and 
we’re looking towards spring, read on to see all of the winter activities we still 
have coming up!

Stonewall Farm 2009 Internship Description
Stonewall Farm is looking for two full time hard working and self motivated people to commit to the 2009 growing 
season. Beginning in May and lasting through October you will be asked to work 6 days a week: Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday from 8-6, and on market days Tuesdays and Saturdays from 6-4. In return you will be provided 
weekly with vegetables, one gallon of raw milk and one dozen eggs plus a monthly stipend of $300, a $50 book 
allowance, admittance to the 2009 NOFA summer conference, and housing if desired.  It is a shared, non-furnished old 
farmhouse located on site. 

As an intern you will learn organic growing methodology from greenhouse to harvest, attend a farmers’ market twice 
a week, stock and upkeep a farm stand and small CSA, as well as plan for and store for a winter CSA. You will also be 
surrounded by amazing energy as we are open to the public, educational in our mission, and therefore are surrounded 
by visitors, campers, families, and classrooms throughout the season. 

Please include a resume and cover letter with your reply to: 
ahopkins@stonewallfarm.org, or mail to:
	 Stonewall Farm
	 Attn: Amanda Hopkins
	 242 Chesterfield Road
	 Keene NH 03431.

Visit our Web site for any questions at stonewallfarm.org or 
call Amanda Hopkins, Garden Manager at (603) 357-7278.
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Budding Explorers
The Budding Explorers program is an enrichment program for three-year-olds and young fours. Children have the 
opportunity to join our educators as they explore the farm and surrounding natural areas throughout the seasons. The 
program runs on the first and third Friday of the month from 9:30 am to 11 am. Pre-registration required. To reserve a 
spot, call 357-7278.
	 •	February 20th — The Cows are in the Barn
	 •	March 6 — Birds & People like Seeds 
	 •	March 20 — Sugaring Time on the Farm

Ice Harvest Display at Stonewall Farm
February is Ice Harvesting month at Stonewall Farm! Prior to the days of 
refrigeration, the ice industry was a significant part of the New England 
economy. Ice men would harvest 300 lb blocks of ice from local ponds, lakes 
and rivers and store them in ice houses for sale during the warm months. Ice was 
‘grown’ like many other agricultural crops, and ice companies managed their ice 
sources for the best crop possible by removing snow from the ice throughout 
the winter and flooding the ice at times to make it grow thicker. When the ice 
reached 15 – 20 inches, an entire lake or section of river was harvested and 
stored in just a few days. Ice houses had thick walls filled with sawdust to 
insulate them from the warming air. From the ice house, smaller blocks of ice 
were delivered to homes by the Ice Man. Children often followed the Ice Man 
around in hopes of receiving a sliver of ice from the blocks he was selling. 
That would have been a nice treat in the heat of summer. Thus, the 
tradition of the neighborhood ice cream man was born!

Today at Stonewall Farm, local children get to relive the days of the 
Ice Man and harvest blocks of ice from our pond as part of our Ice 
Harvesting school program. If you’d like to learn more about the 
Ice Harvesting Industry, visit the 2nd floor of the Learning Center at 
Stonewall Farm (Monday – Friday, 8:30 – 4:30) to see our museum 
display of antique tools and other items on display until the end of 
March. The following Web site is also full of information about this 
fascinating piece of New England history: www.theheartofnewengland.
com/LifeInNewEngland-Ice-Harvesting.html.

Learn more about our upcoming Educational Offerings on page 4.
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Upcoming Events

Stonewall Farm’s Sixth Juried Art Show and Art Auction Raffle Piece Announced
We are pleased to have a piece by Debra Pero for this year’s Art Auction Raffle. 
Debra joins artists Wolf Kahn, John Traynor & Mary Iselin, who have generously 
donated raffle pieces in recent years. More information about her can be found at 
www.debpero.com.

Raffle tickets are $10 each or $3 for $25; they can be purchased by calling  
(603) 357-7278, ext 108 or 107. Raffle winner will be drawn on Saturday May 9th  
at Stonewall Farm’s Annual Art Auction.

Annual Art Opening & Auction Preview,  
April 3, 5-7pm at the Stonewall Farm Learning Center.
Annual Gala & Auction, Saturday, May 9, 6-10pm. Tickets are $35/person, call  
(603) 357-7278, x107 to purchase.

Sap Gathering
Saturday, March 28, 2009, 10am-4pm
This event is a Farm staff favorite! Teams of horses and their drivers come from all over New England to race through 
our forested trails collecting “sap” and delivering it to the sugar house. The grace and beauty of the horse teams, the 
sweet smell of boiling sap, the tantalizing taste of fresh syrup and the first warmth of spring make this an event you 
won’t want to miss!

Of all our events, Sap Gathering requires the highest number of volunteers, and your help is needed! Bucket-
fillers, table-bussers, greeters, parking lot attendants, scorecard-runners... the choice is yours! This is a great 
way to welcome the spring. Please call Kate O’Connor at (603) 357-7278, ext 108 
to volunteer for a three-hour shift.

February Farm Days
Saturday, February 21 & 28, 11am - 2pm
The community is invited to enjoy horse-drawn sleigh rides at the Farm on  
February 21 and 28 from 11am - 2pm. The cost is $5 each, with children 6 and  
under riding for $2 each. Hot drinks and marshmallows for roasting will be available 
for purchase. 

Click here to see our calendar of events.

“Still Life with Flowers and Pears” 
18”x 20” framed oil on canvas  
By Debra Pero
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Everyone keeps complaining that my voice is too 
loud in the chicken coop. I happen to think that the 
acoustics are particularly good in the coop! Many 
visitors to Stonewall Farm may know me by my 
voice. I’m Prize, the proud rooster and protector of 
all my hens. When we’re not cooped up in the coop 
for the winter, I make sure that no one ruffles the 
feathers of any chicken in my flock.  

All of my ladies tell me that they appreciate my 
watchful eye and expressive voice. As a matter of 
fact, if I find a particularly good snack, I won’t eat 
it, rather, I will call to the girls in a bit quieter voice 
and encourage them to come eat it; they deserve to 
eat the tasty morsel. After all, they work hard to lay 
all of the eggs, I am just their protector.

I take my job very seriously. As long as you are 
respectful of my flock and don’t chase my girls, I 
will respect you and leave you alone. I’m not so 
social, but the ladies are, they love when visitors 
come and gossip with them. I hope we’ll see you as 
the weather warms up!

Tales from the Little Barn

Summer Camp
Information, dates and fees for the upcoming summer 
camp season are available on our Web site! Download a 
brochure today at www.stonewallfarm.org/camps.html. 
Stonewall Farm members can take advantage of our 
reduced rates and early camp registration - so join or 
renew today!

April Vacation Camp at Stonewall Farm!
April 20 – 24th, 2009,  9am – 3pm
Enjoy the arrival of spring at the farm! We’ll be shearing 
our sheep on Monday and working with the wool 
throughout the week. A visit to the greenhouse will 
reveal some early sprouts for our gardens, and we’ll 
look for other signs of spring as we explore the forested 
landscape around us. Join us for a day or the whole week 
as we celebrate the arrival of spring at Stonewall Farm!

One Day Camp: March 20, 9am to 3pm
Our vacation camps are multi-aged for grades K-4. 
Pre-registration is required and spaces are limited, call 
357-7278 to register. Scholarships are available. Sign up 
for one day or a whole week: $175/ week or $40/day for 
members; $200/week or $45/day for non-members

The Farm now has 100 raw milk customers who 
drink 144 gallons of milk a week! To learn more 
about our raw milk program please call the Dairy 
Barn at (603) 352-0457.

More Educational Offerings
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As you’ve probably heard, honeybees are disappearing. Across the country, 
beekeepers are cracking open their hives to discover the remnants of a sudden 
and mysterious desertion: the stores of honey are good; the brood are tucked 
as usual into their cells; but all the adults are gone. Last winter, over a third 
of the honeybee hives kept in the United States suffered the strange fate now 
called Colony Collapse Disorder.

What’s at stake here is not just our honey, or our favorite symbol of 
cooperative society, but our food. Most of our crops require pollination to set 
fruit and ultimately produce the parts we eat. Out of 115 of the world’s leading 
crops, 87 depend on animals — predominantly bees — to perform that vital 
act of placing pollen. 

Here in the United States, the majority of our crops are pollinated not by wild bees, or even by honeybees which live in one 
location throughout the year, but by a vast mobile fleet of honeybees-for-rent. The mobile fleets have been hit exceptionally hard 
by Colony Collapse Disorder, and if the epidemic continues, crop yields will soon decline. 

And yet, the  wild bees — both the feral honeybees and many of the native species — have persisted. To this day, they are stowed 
away in our attics, hidden in holes in our wood siding and our dirt roads, and mostly, subsisting in the thin, semi-natural interstices 
of our transformed landscapes.

What does this mean for our current pollination crisis?

Those remnant wild bees, feral and native alike, might just be the 
seeds of a solution. And to sow those seeds and foster their growth, 
we must not till the earth, but do just the opposite: we must take 
patches of agricultural land out of production, and restore them to 
natural habitat.

CLICK HERE to read the complete article.
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A Low-Tech Treatment for Bee Plague
By Aaron E. Hirsh (Excerpted from www.nytimes.com)

Wish List FOR Stonewall… 
	 •	Gift cards from Staples
	 •	A Full-size refrigerator for keeping veggies	 	
 		  cool
	 •	Disposable cameras
	 •	Stacking washer and dryer unit for our 	 	
		  Learning Center
	 •	2 burner hot plate for education programs
	 •	Pick up truck for our garden department
	 •	School backpacks for the Exploration Packs 	
		  our Education Intern Amanda created
	 •	“Rubbermade-style” storage containers of 	 	
	 	 various sizes for our Education Outreach 	 	
		  programs
	 •	Quality hand tools and a cordless (or 	 	
		  corded) electric drill
	 •	Fax machine
All gifts to Stonewall Farm are tax deductible.

Monadnock Farm and Community Connection Farm Appreciation 
Night - a night of merriment and tribute to local farmers and eaters 
of farm fresh food last month at the Farm.


